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WISH COMES TRUE FOR MAKING MEMORIES BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION  
RECOVERY OF STOLEN WEDDING GOWNS WORTH OVER $3 MILLION 

 

PORTLAND, OR – April 10, 2007 – The Making Memories Breast Cancer Foundation 

(MMBCF) announced today that the search for the $3 million dollars worth of wedding 

dresses stolen last November is over. The MMBCF's truck and trailer, filled with new and 

gently worn wedding dresses was stolen from a Scottsdale, AZ hotel parking lot en route 

to its final event of 2006. Over the weekend, the truck was discovered trying to cross the 

border into Mexico through Nogales, AZ.   

“When the call came in, I felt blessed beyond my wildest dreams,” said Fran Hansen, 

co-founder and national director for MMBCF. “I’d been praying for that moment for the 

past several months.” Hansen is forever grateful to Customs and Border Protection and 

to the officers involved in the recovery for their diligent review of all border crossings into 

the U.S. “If it wasn’t for their watchful eye, we may never have gotten our trailer and 

gowns back.  

Hansen went on to say, “These gowns were donated with the generous intentions of 

granting dying wishes for terminal breast cancer patients,  and it was devastating to all 

of us when they were taken – knowing that without those gowns – wishes could not be 

granted. Now we can turn these gowns into special memory-making events for terminal 

breast cancer patients.” CBP Commissioner W. Ralph Basham commented, “We are 

thrilled to be able to return these dresses, and the hope they represent, to Making 

Memories and the recipients of their good work. Every day the men and women of CBP 

work hard to protect the American way of life, but it is a rare day when we can have a 

hand in restoring dreams.” 

After reuniting with the truck, trailer and gowns, Hansen and her team will travel to 

Illinois for their Chicago Brides Against Breast Cancer gown sale. “Twice blessed,” 

Hansen called it, now that they have their trailer back, they’ll be able to hold BABC 

gown sales on the East and West Coast more easily. This will result in the organization 

touching more lives, granting more wishes and making even more memories come 

true.  
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In addition to the foundation’s wonderful news regarding the recovered gowns for its 

largest fundraiser, BABC, it has launched a new fundraising arm called the Pink 

Envelope Project (PEP). The Pink Envelope Project is a unique and exciting way for 

individuals and corporations to raise money for the foundation through the distribution 

of pink envelopes at events. 

 

Members of the PEP are encouraged to host a party, gathering, or any type of function, 

where guests use pink envelopes to donate to the MMBCF.  This is a unique fundraising 

tool because members create an experience that fits their circle of friends and most 

importantly their everyday life. Something as simple as a backyard barbeque can turn 

into an amazing opportunity to raise funds and grant wishes for those with terminal 

stage four breast cancer. Corporations can host a “Pink Envelope Day,” designate a 

percentage of sales from a particular product to benefit the foundation, host a 

luncheon or any other creative idea - - the beauty of PEP is that it was designed to 

allow fundraising in ways that reflect a personality as unique as the individual or 

company involved.     

 

NOTE TO EDITORS: Hansen is available for interviews. To schedule an interview, please 

contact Jennifer Munoz at jen@makingmemories.org or 503.913.6847.  

 

 

ABOUT MAKING MEMORIES BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION 

Making Memories Breast Cancer Foundation (www.makingmemories.org) is a 501 (c) 3 

non-profit organization dedicated to granting wishes for terminal stage four breast 

cancer patients through a variety of fundraising programs including Brides Against 

Breast Cancer and the newly-created Pink Envelope Project. Co-founded in 1998 by 

the mother-daughter team of Fran Hansen and Anna Nelson, their story has received 

national coverage from Oprah, MSNBC, Redbook, Martha Stewart Weddings, 

Newsweek, and Shape magazine, to name a few. In 2005 they were named 

“Trendsetters of the Year” by Modern Bride magazine and were honored as “Women 

Who Make A Difference” in Family Circle. Since its inception, the organization has 

granted hundreds of wishes and their commitment is to continue fulfilling as many 

wishes as possible until a cure is found.  

 

ABOUT MMBCF’S PINK ENVELOPE PROJECT 

The Pink Envelope Project’s mission is to bring together a community of angels on earth 

who use their creativity and initiative to help raise funds for the Making Memories Breast 

Cancer Foundation. They aspire to collect enough “pink envelope” donations to fulfill 

all the many special wishes requested each year of the foundation. In addition to 

touching lives, their goal is to actively promote breast cancer health awareness in 

hopes of preventing this disease from continuing to take loved ones from us. For more 

information, visit www.pinkenvelope.org. 
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